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Welcome! GLSEN New Mexico is honored to host the 2022 TQA (Trans, 
Queer, Ally) Pride: Youth and and Educator LGBTQ+ Summit! 
 
Today, transgender and queer youth face many challenges, including 
higher rates of bullying, harassment, violence, and suicide. Despite these 
challenges, transgender and queer youth can thrive by building 
community, engaging in supportive programs and having supportive 
adult allies. 

Together we have a vision for creating environments where each and 
every trans and queer youth and educator feels valued and supported in 
their communities. We want all trans and queer students and educators 
to thrive in a culture of affirming language, to see themselves positively 
reflected in curriculum, and to experience a climate of possibility that 
nurtures the enhancement of sense-of-self. We strive to create learning 
and community spaces where no one should ever feel they must leave 
part of themselves behind. 

We value and appreciate your dedication to this vision in joining us today 
in the spirit of learning, collaboration, and enhancing the experiences 
and lives of trans and queer youth, educators, and community. 

Have a wonderful, inspiring, and educational summit! 

Sincerely,
Damon R. Carbajal                      Havens Levitt
Co-Chair - GLSEN NM                  Co-Chair - GLSEN NM

 
 



Damon R. Carbajal, GLSEN NM 
Havens Levitt, GLSEN NM 
Jax Sugars, GLSEN NM 
Wyatt Day, TGRCNM 
María Escamilla, NMGSAN
Hendrix Olson, NMGSAN
Shane Fox, NMGSAN
Yesi Llerenas Daniel, PPRM RSEI
Heather Cowan, APS

This summit was made possible by the hard work of the TQA (Trans, Queer, Ally)
Pride:  Youth and Educator LGBTQ+ Summit Planning Committee: 

Thank you to the New Mexico Department of Health: Office of School and
Adolescent Health for being the sole funder for the TQA Pride Summit!

Thank you to our outstanding ASL interpreters, John, Cat, and Maggie, for their
support of all things ASL for the TQA Pride Summit.

Thank you  to our amazing Spanish language translators Denise  and Ana for their
support. 

Thank you to Wilson Cruz for bringing his unique presence to our summit as our
amazing keynote speaker. 

Thank you to all our amazing satellite sites throughout the state in Albuquerque,
Las Cruces, Santa Fe, and Silver City. 

Last, but not least, a huge thank you to all our fabulous presenters, the summit
would not be possible without your support in each session.
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GLSEN New Mexico (formerly GLSEN Albuquerque) is a chapter of 
GLSEN, a national organization fighting for every student’s right to a 
safe, supportive education. 

GLSEN NM is a grassroots initiative, working locally in our community 
to ensure safe schools for all students and staff, regardless of sexual 
orientation and gender identity. There are 43 Chapters around the 
country doing this important work. Join us today!

Our chapter supports students and educators locally, organizes 
around LGBTQ-affirming public policy, plans teacher trainings, and 
hosts events for students, educators, parents, and allies. Chapters like 
ours play an important role in bringing GLSEN’s programs and visions 
to right where we live, work, and learn. While some chapters have full- 
time or part-time staff, most are entirely volunteer-based. We're 
always looking for new volunteers to help us ensure safe schools for 
all students. 

Explore our website or follow us on instagram, facebook, or twitter to 
find out more about our work here in New Mexico and to learn about 
how you can get involved in local and national events.

 
 

4

NEW MEXICO

https://act.glsen.org/onlineactions/KK4EBRrr3ku0bgsW17vpNg2
https://www.glsennm.org/
https://www.instagram.com/glsen_abq/
https://www.facebook.com/GLSENABQ/
https://twitter.com/glsen_abq?lang=en
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Transgender Resource Center 
of New Mexico (TGRCNM)

Responsible Sex Education 
Institute (RSEI) - Planned 
Parenthood of the Rocky 

Mountains

Heal + NM

New Mexico Genders and 
Sexualities Network (NMGSAN) - 

The Mountain Center

https://tgrcnm.org/
https://themountaincenter.org/services/nm-gender-and-sexualities-new-mexico/nmgsa-registration/
https://www.healplusnm.org/
https://responsiblesexedinstitute.org/who-is-rsei/
https://tgrcnm.org/
https://responsiblesexedinstitute.org/who-is-rsei/
https://www.healplusnm.org/
https://themountaincenter.org/services/nm-gender-and-sexualities-new-mexico/nmgsa-registration/


Using pronouns in your screen name is 
encouraged but not required
Throw glitter, not shade
Oops and Ouch
Own Your Impact 
Education not Combat 
Limit Link Sharing 
Take the stories, not the names
No Screenshots of People
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One Diva, One Mic
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Educator Welcome: 9-9:15 AM
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82124920986pwd=dlVEVGZWdGRHUGRWNUdJZzI3a0lVQT09
Passcode: 392778

Educator Workshop 1: 9:25-10:25 AM
Educator Networking: 10:35-11:05 AM

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86929043561?pwd=cjlCb2E2TEJzVFZISHExMFlERkw0dz09 
Passcode: 347186

Educator Workshop 2: 11:15 AM-12:15 PM
Keynote/ Youth Welcome: 12:30 - 1:15 PM

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85734079264?pwd=SWo0S0lwZHg2eFpaQTE1Um9BbVowdz09 
Passcode: 574954

Youth Workshop 1: 1:25-2:25 PM
Youth Networking: 2:35-3:05 PM

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86929043561?pwd=cjlCb2E2TEJzVFZISHExMFlERkw0dz09 
Passcode: 347186

Youth Workshop  2: 3:15-4:15 PM
Evening Social Events

Albuquerque - Tiguex Park - 6-8PM
Las Cruces - Pioneer Women's Park - 6-8PM
Santa Fe 
Silver City

*Please take care of yourself, get up stretch, take bathroom breaks when needed, we are an 
open and positive space :)

*Suggested lunch times for educator-tract folx- after the keynote or bring food with you to 
the keynote to munch and watch
*Suggested lunch time for youth-tract folx before the keynote or bring food with you to the 
keynote to munch and watch

*All times listed in MST

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/s/82124920986?pwd=dlVEVGZWdGRHUGRWNUdJZzI3a0lVQT09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/s/86929043561?pwd=cjlCb2E2TEJzVFZISHExMFlERkw0dz09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/s/86929043561?pwd=cjlCb2E2TEJzVFZISHExMFlERkw0dz09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/s/86929043561?pwd=cjlCb2E2TEJzVFZISHExMFlERkw0dz09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/s/86929043561?pwd=cjlCb2E2TEJzVFZISHExMFlERkw0dz09#success
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We will focus on same basics about the experiences of LGBTQ+ young people and how to create a more supportive 
environment in schools, as well as other spaces where young people find themselves. We will cover LGBTQ+ 
terminology, stats on the experiences of LGBTQ+ students, the four supports GLSEN research shows make a 
difference, and how to rethink curriculum and activities so that they reflect the lived experiences of LGBTQ+ youth.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81935200754?pwd=dkJEcU9YMWpmM2NBRytyRy90bnVkUT09 
Meeting ID: 819 3520 0754 | Passcode: 615482

The QPR mission is to reduce suicidal behaviors and save lives by providing innovative, practical and proven suicide 
prevention training. The signs of crisis are all around us. We believe that quality education empowers all people, 
regardless of their background, to make a positive difference in the life of someone they know. The facilitators from 
NM GSA Network will also be including data pertinent to LGBTQIA2s+ youth to contextualize the importance of 
proper support for our youth. Content Notice: In this presentation, we'll be presenting information and invite 
discussions on topics like death by suicide, suicidal ideation, and negative stigmas associated with mental illness. 
Someone will be available to hold space for counsel in a break out room in case this information is triggering.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85392873906?pwd=Syt6aUUyODZ3V2NBNVJVVksvV0J4UT09 
Meeting ID: 853 9287 3906 | Passcode: 073962

This session will focus on the basics of Title IX and what students, faculty, and staff should know about Title IX in K- 
12 and Higher Education. It will discuss sex discrimination, which encompasses sexual harassment, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and gender expression. This session will provide a framework for all LGBTQIA+ folks, 
student and staff, to understanding their rights under Title IX and provide the tools to access those rights. We will 
also cover how to report an incident and what happens when a report is made. We will also discuss supportive 
resources and how to access those resources. The Center for Equity Education is dedicated to ensuring equitable 
learning and working environments for all. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88679842015?pwd=TFM1UE1sQXVHcm5uNjNWV1Q1N2h2Z09 
Meeting ID: 886 7984 2015 | Passcode: 465339

Schools and school districts are large institutions and all large institutions have systems and processes in place. 
Making sense of these systems and processes seems to be only comprehensible once you've gone through the 
system yourself. Attend this workshop to get a sense of which systems and processes exist, how they work, and 
how you can use them as an educator advocating for your students! Get the insider's perspective, ask questions, 
and get an overview of policies and how to find those kind of policies and systems at your school or district.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87933242125?pwd=YXlKRkt1cjk0bmVLLytnQTdMc0Mvdz09  
Meeting ID: 879 3324 2125 |Passcode: 934035

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86859746392?pwd=b0NuSE05ZURZdXhDc1VUR2ZsRWZKUT09  
Meeting ID: 868 5974 6392 | Passcode: 444061

Creating Safer Spaces for LGBTQ+ Youth – Part 1, Nuts and Bolts | GLSEN NM Co-Chairs Damon R. Carbajal (he/el) and 
Havens Levitt (she/her)

 
Question, Persuade, Refer: Suicide Prevention | Hendrix Olsen (they/them) and  Shane Fox (They/Them)

 
Title IX: Know Your Rights | Lauren E. Spencer (she/her/hers

 
Using Existing Systems to Advocate for your Students | Heather Cowan (she/her)

Chill Room 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86859746392?pwd=b0NuSE05ZURZdXhDc1VUR2ZsRWZKUT09
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This session will focus on the experiences of LGBTQ+ BIPOC students, social location and privilege, and will 
develop strategies for responding to common scenarios. This session will break down and help you 
examine your positionality and how understanding one's positionality is essential for creating and 
maintaining safer spaces for all.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81935200754?pwd=dkJEcU9YMWpmM2NBRytyRy90bnVkUT09 
Meeting ID: 819 3520 0754 | Passcode: 615482

Do you have questions about how far you can help as an educator? Do you have questions about legality as
an educator? This workshop space is for you. This workshop space will be an open Q&A session for you to 
ask all your questions about legality in and out of the classroom. Audience participation will take place via 
asking questions.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85392873906?pwd=Syt6aUUyODZ3V2NBNVJVVksvV0J4UT09 
Meeting ID: 853 9287 3906 | Passcode: 073962

This will be an opportunity to share book titles and ideas about what makes a positive reading experience 
for youth in the school setting.  What kinds of stories and themes, and what kinds of characters, adult and 
youth, will make for a good read.  What is the impact of a positive LGBTQ+ book and what happens when 
this does not work out.  Hopefully we can all help identify the strengths of a  good book.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88679842015?pwd=TFM1UE1sQXVHcm5uNjNWV1Q1N2h2Z09  
Meeting ID: 886 7984 2015 | Passcode: 465339

From the Compton Cafeteria Riots to the White Night Riots, this timeline workshop goes over LGBTQ 
protests that have collectively contributed to the current liberation and rights of modern Queer and Trans 
politics and identities. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87933242125?pwd=YXlKRkt1cjk0bmVLLytnQTdMc0Mvdz09  
Meeting ID: 879 3324 2125 |Passcode: 934035

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86859746392?pwd=b0NuSE05ZURZdXhDc1VUR2ZsRWZKUT09  
Meeting ID: 868 5974 6392 | Passcode: 444061

Creating Safer Spaces for LGBTQ+ Youth – Part 2, Intersectionality | GLSEN nm Co-Chairs Damon R. Carbajal 
(he/el) and Havens Levitt (she/her)

 
Open Q&A - Ask A Lawyer | Michelle Garcia (she/her)

 
Books with LGBTQ+ Themes That Have Enduring and Positive Impact for Youth | Ann Nihlen (she/her) and  
Terri Bitsie (she/her)

A History of LGBTQ Riots & Uprisings in the U.S. | Pico del Hierro-Villa (they/them)

Chill Room 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86859746392?pwd=b0NuSE05ZURZdXhDc1VUR2ZsRWZKUT09
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Enlace Comunitario's Youth Leaders provide workshops that are peer-led to other youth, to learn about 
healthy relationships through activities. The Youth Leaders will present a a short film, that follows a queer 
friendship, and how to support a friend who might be experiencing dating abuse. Participants will have the 
opportunity to learn how to identify warning signs and how to navigate supporting a friend, by exploring 
through dialogue what ways there are to support. Our main targeted audience are youth but this 
workshop is open for anyone who would like to join. It will also be facilitated in English. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81935200754?pwd=dkJEcU9YMWpmM2NBRytyRy90bnVkUT09 
Meeting ID: 819 3520 0754 | Passcode: 615482

Do you feel like when sitting in sex ed class, that it doesn’t apply to you? Do you ever feel left out of the 
conversation about safer sex? Well, you’ve come to the right place! At the Responsible Sex Education 
Institute we are here to answer all of your sexual health queer-ies! In this workshop we’ll explore topics 
like birth control, STIs, healthy relationships and consent all with a queer and trans lens! We aim to create 
a safe space to learn about sexual health that is inclusive and medically accurate so that you can make the 
best, most informed decisions for yourself.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85392873906?pwd=Syt6aUUyODZ3V2NBNVJVVksvV0J4UT09
Meeting ID: 853 9287 3906 | Passcode: 073962

In this fun interactive workshop, test your pop culture and LGBTQ+ history knowledge in our Kahoot game. 
(PRIZES!!) Next, we'll play Exquisite Corpse, a surrealist collaborative art game and other silly weird 
activities. Bring a pen and paper, and it's best to log in from a computer to play!
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88679842015?pwd=TFM1UE1sQXVHcm5uNjNWV1Q1N2h2Z09  
Meeting ID: 886 7984 2015 | Passcode: 465339

During this training we will be teaching students what are their protected rights under the constitution 
and federal/ state policies. We will focus on issues such as first amendment, dress codes, dealing with 
police, LGBTQIA+ rights in Schools and much more! We will also talk about what to do if you feel your rights 
have been violated and how to become an activist for the issues that matter to you. Disclaimer: Because 
many of these rights come from the US Constitution and federal law, they apply the most to public school 
districts and charter schools. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87933242125?pwd=YXlKRkt1cjk0bmVLLytnQTdMc0Mvdz09  
Meeting ID: 879 3324 2125 | Passcode: 934035

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86859746392?pwd=b0NuSE05ZURZdXhDc1VUR2ZsRWZKUT09  
Meeting ID: 868 5974 6392 | Passcode: 444061

Healthy Relationships | Graciela Plata (she/ they) 

 
In Case Your Queerious: QT Sex Ed 101 | Yesi Llerenas Daniel (they/elle) and Cait Bain (they/them)

 
Queer and Trans Kahoot Trivia and Art Games | Alex Ross-Reed (she/her) and Lyisa Jimenez (she/they)

ACLUNM- Know Your Rights for NM Youth | Dakota Waterson (she/her)

Chill Room 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86859746392?pwd=b0NuSE05ZURZdXhDc1VUR2ZsRWZKUT09
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This workshop will involve exploring ways we as a community can work toward and through greater 
understanding of oneself and others to build a brighter tomorrow. We will explore what Jotería is (culture 
and resistance as related to the queer Mexicano/a/x and  Chicano/a/x experience), our connections to 
Jotería, and ways we can use Jotería to grow. The workshop will include activities and discussion where we 
will explore what Jotería means to us and how we can use Jotería as a unifying factor to grow and combat 
oppressive systems.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81935200754?pwd=dkJEcU9YMWpmM2NBRytyRy90bnVkUT09 
Meeting ID: 819 3520 0754 | Passcode: 615482

Reflection on the intersections of oppression, power and privilege regarding LGBTQIA2S+ communities. The 
possible work toward anti-oppression. Understanding cycles of violence. Norms and harms. Authenticity. 
Consent and the complexities and ways to inhabit and share.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85392873906?pwd=Syt6aUUyODZ3V2NBNVJVVksvV0J4UT09 
Meeting ID: 853 9287 3906 | Passcode: 073962

In this workshop, we will explore the modules that the SQUINCH has to offer and choose one (as a group) 
to complete. They are fun, interactive and foster discussion. We created SQUINCH for GSA clubs, LGBTQ+ 
youth and/or their families. https://www.healplusnm.org/programs/squinch/ Module 1: Welcome and 
group agreements Module 2: Consent 101 Module 3: relationship red flags and green flags Module 4: Four 
parts of a good apology Module 5: Transness, Transfolks, and Transcending Module 6: LGBTQ+ Sex Ed 
Module 7: Expressions of Power Module 8: Nonbinary people and respecting them, Module 9: LGBTQ+ 
History Trivia Jeopardy game Module 10: Know your rights
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88679842015?pwd=TFM1UE1sQXVHcm5uNjNWV1Q1N2h2Z09  
Meeting ID: 886 7984 2015 | Passcode: 465339

In this workshop, participants will explore boundaries with people in their lives. During this interactive 
workshop, participants will begin exploring ways of negotiating relationships in many arenas of life, 
including families of origin, chosen family, friends, coworkers, and communities at large. Participants learn 
and discuss ways to set boundaries with others.  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87933242125?pwd=YXlKRkt1cjk0bmVLLytnQTdMc0Mvdz09  
Meeting ID: 879 3324 2125 | Passcode: 934035

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86859746392?pwd=b0NuSE05ZURZdXhDc1VUR2ZsRWZKUT09  
Meeting ID: 868 5974 6392 | Passcode: 444061

Viva La Joteria | GLSEN NM Co-Chair Damon R. Carbajal (he/el) 

 
Queerness and Consent | Liana Sonne (welcoming any and all pronouns) 

 
Let's play SQUINCH: Sharing Queer Understanding Inclusion Nonviolent Communication and Health | Alex 
Ross-Reed (she/her)

Exploring Healthy Boundaries | Amber Quintana (they/them)

Chill Room 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81935200754?pwd=dkJEcU9YMWpmM2NBRytyRy90bnVkUT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85392873906?pwd=Syt6aUUyODZ3V2NBNVJVVksvV0J4UT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88679842015?pwd=TFM1UE1sQXVHcm5uNjNWV1Q1N2h2Z09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86859746392?pwd=b0NuSE05ZURZdXhDc1VUR2ZsRWZKUT09
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Albuquerque
Las Cruces
Santa Fe
Silver City

Wilson Cruz can currently be seen in Star 
Trek: Discovery. He is an actor and an 
activist for the LGBTQ+ community. He 
currently serves on the GLSEN National 
Board of Directors.

Early in his career, Cruz won the hearts of 
audiences playing Rickie Vasquez on My 
So-Called Life. It was the first openly gay 
teenage role to air on network primetime 
television. He has continued to earn fans 
and critical acclaim on television, film, 
and on stage. 
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Alex Ross-Reed (she/her) is a queer, femme-identifying parent, artist, and educator. She is the Executive Director of Health Equity 
Alliance for LGBTQ+ New Mexicans (HEAL Plus NM). Alex is passionate about health equity and the limitless potential of young 
LGBTQ+ folks.

Amber Quintana (they/them) Amber Quintana has been an instructor with Resolve, in Santa Fe, NM for over 4 years, an ardent 
feline-parent, and a non-binary, Latiné, New Mexican. Primarily, Amber provides violence prevention education to youth and 
adolescents in the Santa Fe and surrounding communities. These conversations are aimed at discussing complex issues regarding 
identity, healthy communication, and comprehensive consent education;  specializing in aiding the development of students skills in 
self-advocacy and bystander intervention, to become agents of change in their own lives and within their communities.
 
Ann Nihlen (she/her) came to NM 50 years ago and have worked in various Native and Hispanic communities under their leadership 
working together for change in education because my liberation is bound up with theirs. I have also worked in various queer 
community iniatives and supported the building of queer community including the Under 21 Club and GLSEN. Together we have 
worked to provide over 100 LGBTQ+ age appropriate boxes of books to schools all over the state this last year and hope to do the 
same this year. I am a retired professor of anthropology and education and am currently a member of the Board of GLSEN NM.
 
Cait Bain (they/them) is an Advanced Education Program Specialist with the Responsible Sex Education Institute of Planned 
Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains. Cait has worked in this role for almost three years. Cait is currently attending New Mexico 
Highlands University to obtain their Master’s degree in School Counseling. Cait is a board member of the Friends of Los Alamos Pride 
organization and helps run a group for parents/caregivers and family members of gender nonconforming and Trans youth.
 
Dakota Waterson (she/her) is the reproductive rights Community Engagement Specialist at the ACLUNM and has been at the ACLU of 
NM since 2020. She focuses primarily on protecting and expanding access to reproductive rights and health for all New Mexicans. 
Dakota also specializes in Know Your rights trainings for youth and LGBTQIA+ students. Dakota earned her Bachelor’s degree from 
the University of New Mexico in Political Science. She has been involved in Politics since the Age of 16 and has been working in 
reproductive rights for the past four years. 
 
Damon R. Carbajal (he/el) is a gay, queer Chicanx educator, scholar, and activists. He holds an MA in Chicanx Studies, graduate 
certificate in “Race” and Social Justice, a B.A. in Secondary Education with concentrations in Communicative and Performing Arts, 
and a minor in Theatre from the University of New Mexico. He currently is the Co-Chair and Policy Coordinator for GLSEN New 
Mexico, sits on the New Mexico Educational Theatre Association Board, and works as the Business Director at NAPPR, Inc. Mr. 
Carbajal’s work focuses on the LGBTQIA+, Chicanx, and LGBTQIA+ Chicanx communities and aims at centering lost voices with a 
focus on equity and social justice. His teaching, leading, and advocacy centers intersectionality as a form of resistance to combat 
oppressive systems and to empower students, educators, and community members because they deserve to have their voices not 
only heard but centered. ¡Sí Se Puede!
 
Graciela Plata (she/ they) My name is Graciela Plata and I was raised here in Albuquerque, NM. I have been working with Enlace 
Comunitario for 3 years now with the youth leadership program that is in the prevention department, working closely with 
community members and mostly youth who self-identify as Latin/Hispanic, to raise awareness around teen dating abuse/healthy 
relationships. I enjoy spending time outside the beautiful Tewa land here, my friends, and finding ways to connect with the 
community. 
 
Havens Levitt (she/her) is a proud, old, lesbian-feminist, a native New Mexican and retired math teacher. She had 12 years with APS 
as a student (Eubank, Grant, Sandia) and 29 years as a teacher. She has been at the forefront of social justice efforts for our 
community for over 40 years, is a founder of the GLSEN New Mexico Chapter, and one of its current co-chairs.

Heather Cowan (she/her) currently serves as the Title IX Director for Albuquerque Public Schools and previously served as the Title IX 
Coordinator for the University of New Mexico from 2015-2018 during the Department of Justice’s investigation and subsequent 
conciliation agreement. Ms. Cowan has created and facilitated national webinars and training on the topics of Title IX investigations, 
interviewing, credibility, pregnancy and disability accommodations, bystander intervention, and hate/bias incidents.
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Hendrix Olsen (they/them) I'm an Indigiqueer originally from Kiowa and Osage territory in Oklahoma. In 2015, I moved to Tewa 
territory (Santa Fe, NM) to pursue a Bachelors of Fine Art at the Institute of American Indian Arts, graduating in 2019. I'm now one of 
the Program Coordinators for NM GSA Network, where I get to spend my time organizing educational and social support spaces for 
LGBTQIA2s+ youth, adults, and allies. 
 
Lauren E. Spencer (she/her) of the Center for Equity Education, graduated from Michigan State University (MSU) College of Law with 
her J.D. and a certificate in Indigenous Law and Policy. Lauren earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Social Relations and Policy at MSU. 
She has been Civil Rights Investigator since 2016. Previously, Lauren was a Law Clerk for Legal Services of South Central Michigan and 
a Program Coordinator for MSU’s LGBTQ+ Resource Center. She also served as a Vice Chair for the American Bar Association’s Civil 
Rights and Social Justice Section on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity.

Liana Sonne (welcoming any and all pronouns) has centered their entire professional story of community organizing around diverse 
missions centered on anti-oppression and environmental justice. Four years facilitating anti oppression programming with 
adolescence and adult organizers throughout the community in New Mexico. Ten years developing, implementing, and coordinating 
programming with an experiential focus. Fifteen years organizing and actively farming, gardening, and partaking in animal 
husbandry with and without youth in diverse environs and communities. Sixteen years utilizing the natural world as a space for 
facilitating experiential learning around ecological and social justice.
 
Lyisa Jimenez (she/they) I am a student at New Mexico Highlands university getting my bachelors in social work and am currently 
doing my practicum with HEAL+NM which is a health advocacy group that supports the LGBTQ+ community. I have a passion for 
learning and love working with others and offering support.

Michelle Garcia (she/her) Managing Attorney Michelle Garcia is a 2012 graduate of Loyola University who is admitted to the New 
Mexico Bar, Navajo Nation Bar, the State Bar of Louisiana, Pueblo of Pojoaque and the Federal District Court, District of New Mexico. 
After graduating from law school, Michelle worked as a prosecutor and law clerk for the State of New Mexico. She joined New Mexico 
Legal Aid in 2018 and became the managing attorney for Northern New Mexico in 2020. She works in the area of civil rights, violence, 
rural accessibility and LGBTQ+ discrimination

Pico del Hierro-Villa (they/them)  is a Trans Fronterizx who currently graduated with their MA in Chicanx studies where their focus 
was on gathering testimonios/oral histories of LGBTQ Latinx communities. During school they worked at the UNM LGBTQ Resource 
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